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Dear People of God at Trinity, 
 
As you read this, we are already into our Lenten journey.  We associate Lent with giving up and 
repentance and sacrifice of personal pleasures. Instead of taking away, let us add to our daily 
routine with the physical practice of building our relationship with Jesus. Paul in his letter to the 
Galatians says: “it is no longer I who lives, but it is Christ who lives in me.” His life in us brings hope 
which leads to action and action is Bible study, prayer, tithing, pilgrimage and acts of service. Even 
in this time of uncertainty and discouragement when we are unable to gather in-person to worship, 
we can take action and continue to allow Christ to live in us. The Valentine’s Day project was a 
collaborative effort of our parishes of hope in action as is the Clothesline of Love. These acts of 
service sustain our spiritual faith and physical practice.  
 
The words of clergyman and poet Phillips Brooks speak to us today as much as when he wrote 
these words in the latter part of the 19th century. Perhaps you can add this to your daily Lenten 
prayer practice. 
 
O God, give me the strength to live another day; let me not turn coward before its difficulties or prove 
recreant to its duties; let me not lose faith in other people; keep me sweet and sound of heart, in spite 
of ingratitude, treachery, or meanness; preserve me from minding little stings or giving them; help me 
to keep my heart clean, and to live so honestly and fearlessly that no outward failure can dishearten 
me or take away the joy of conscious integrity; open wide the eyes of my soul that I may see good in all 
things; grant me this day some new vision of thy truth; inspire me with the spirit of joy and gladness; 
and make me the cup of strength to suffering souls; in the name of the strong Deliverer, our only Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.  
 
As we await the joy and triumph of Easter Day, let us daily remember that Christ lives in us loving 
and serving others as he taught us to do. 
 
Your Vestry 
 

Trinity Church’s Mission Statement 

“Living, loving, sharing in the name of Jesus Christ” 

Vision Statement 

“Honoring the past as we build a strong foundation for the future, while sharing our Christian faith through service 

to the community.” 

http://www.trinityepiscopalpottsvillepa.org/
mailto:Email:%20episcopalch200@gmail.com


 

 

Zoom Services 
We continue to worship virtually as the Episcopal Church of Schuylkill County each 
Sunday. As soon as the Bishop feels it is safe to meet again in person, we will do our best to 
contact everyone. Zoom services are running fairly smoothly and it is wonderful to be able 

to worship in this form. Thank you to readers from all parishes. We are grateful to Father Kurt, Mother 
Dolores and Father Tim for celebrating Eucharist with us and our Lay Leaders when a priest cannot be 
scheduled.  
If you are interested in attending a ZOOM service, please contact Father Kurt at 
nomenk3@hotmail.com or 570-640-1738. He will be most happy to include you. 

Parish Letter 
In lieu of the Annual Parish meeting, a parish letter has been sent out with an 
overview of the year 2020. If you have any questions after reading the letter, 
please do not hesitate to contact any member of the Vestry.  

Lay Eucharistic Visitors 
There will be no home or nursing home visits for Communion in the foreseeable future. 
Because of the Covid-19 virus, we do not know when these visits will resume. We pray 
that everyone is safe and well. Please call the church if you need anything and we will do 
our best to help however we can. God bless all of you!  

Little Free Pantry 
Using his great carpentry skills, Jim Tokarz has taken on the task of making a “Little 
Free Pantry”. The Little Free Pantry, developed as a spin-off of the Little Free 
Library, makes food, personal care items, and paper products available for free. The 
motto “Give what you can, take what you need” is a guide for the project. The Little 
Free Pantry will be placed at Baber Cemetery and then blessed. More details will come as the weather 
warms, and the pantry is completed.  

 

 

Easter Flowers 
In Memory of:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ ___ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ ___ 

In Thanksgiving for:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ ___ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Given by:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Envelope # __________         Please return requests by Sunday, March 28, 2021.                   Please Print 
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The Music Corner 
by Cora A. Gamelin-Osenbach 

 

At this time, we do not anticipate in-person worship for Easter. However, as we worship 
together by Zoom, we encourage everyone to join in the singing of hymns from home as we 
gather to celebrate the triumph of our Lord and Savior! We hope to have special music 
similar to Christmas. 
 
 

Concert Series 
As you can see from the enclosed flyer, our 2020-21 season has been canceled. 
I am in the process of contacting the same artists for viable dates for the fall of 
2021 and spring of 2022 in the great hope that we will have the church open 

again for worship and the community outreach of the concerts. The sanctuary piano is 
undergoing a major restoration funded by a parishioner so future concerts and worship 
music will be enhanced. Work is continuing on the Mahantongo St. parking garage which is 
great news for staff parking, Sunday worship, fundraising events and the concerts. 
 

 

 

Wish List 
Some months ago, a wish list had been started for items in the church and we 
want to continue that. We did receive donations for new purificators and 
patens but several new items are being sought. We now have a beautiful new 
oil-filled Paschal Candle which was donated as a memorial and a new fair 

linen. Oil-filled Advent candles and special wine and water cruets for Feast Days, funerals 
and weddings are also being considered. If you are interested in these or other items as a 
memorial or thanksgiving, please contact the office for pricing.  
 

Altar Flowers 
If you would like to order flowers for a specific Sunday as a memorial or in 
thanksgiving for a person(s) or event, please call the church office. Two 
arrangements are $35. We will contact the florist, but please let the office know if 
you would like special colors or flowers, etc.  

 

Sexton Contact 
If anyone needs to contact our new sexton John Wilk during working hours, his 
number is 570-516-0195 and his email is johnwtrinity@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:johnwtrinity@gmail.com




News from Marion C. Price Trust Fund 

I am Cathy Clouser and I am excited to join you as the new Schuylkill County Episcopal Health Care Advocate. I 

am planning to meet you at your respective churches as they reopen. Kathy Burda will be returning to introduce 

me to you through in-home visits once it becomes safe to do so.  As I look forward to getting to know all of you, 

please let me know if there are any new programs/adventures you would be interested in trying. If you have any 

ideas you would like to discuss please contact me.  I continue to be available by phone and email at the office, 

570-621-3220, mptfund@gmail.com 

National Save Your Vision month designates March as the month to promote eye health. This year the American 

Optometric Association (AOA) is promoting awareness around digital eyestrain and the importance of receiving 

regular, comprehensive eye exams from a doctor of optometry. The AOA’s campaign is focusing specifically on 

blue lights' impact on overall health. According to 2016 AOA Eye Q survey data, the average American spends 

seven hours per day using digital devices. Overexposure to blue light due to smartphones, tablets, and other 

technology used for extended periods can cause vision damage, sleep problems, and more. 

Some tips to protect your eyes from blue light damage: 

1. Limit screen time when you are not working. 

2. If using your devices at night, download a blue light filter app – this will reduce glare and help reduce 

eye fatigue. 

3. Try not to use your devices directly before bedtime to avoid restlessness and insomnia. 

4. Blink, Blink, Blink – put a post-it note on your computer screen that says “BLINK”. Blinking more often 

will keep your eyes moist and refreshed. 

5. Get regular comprehensive eye exams. Schedule regular exams to ensure your vision stays clear and 

healthy. You may also talk to your doctor about prescribing protective lenses with blue light filters to 

reduce eye strain. 

Your eyes are important so remember to schedule your regular comprehensive eye exam, not only for your 

vision but for your overall health. 

COVID-19 information: 

Pennsylvania is currently in the Phase 1A vaccine rollout and beginning to open up more distribution sites in our 

area. Phase 1A includes those most at risk of illness, such as health care workers and residents of long-term care 

facilities, people age 65 and older, and age 16-64 with high-risk conditions. 

As more vaccines become available for distribution more appointments will open up. I have enclosed the current 

information I have at this time but things are changing and new information may be available when you read 

this. The current vaccine is a two-part vaccine and you must receive both for the vaccine to be effective.  

Remember even after receiving your vaccine you still must mask up, practice social distancing, and wash your 

hands. Vaccinated people may still spread the virus even if they don’t feel sick. The vaccine is not 100% effective 

and it may take up to 2 weeks for your immune system to make the antibodies so results are not immediate.  

If you require assistance in scheduling a vaccine appointment please contact me at 570-621-3220 and I will do 

my best to help get you vaccinated. 

  



COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Sites 

Schuylkill County 
 (as of 1/21/21) 

 

 

Site Address City Contact Information 
 
St. Luke’s Miners Memorial Hospital  
 

360 West Ruddle Street Coaldale PA 18218 Phone: 1-866-785-8537 

Geisinger St.Luke's Hospital 100 Paramount Blvd. Orwigsburg PA 17961 

Website: https://www.slhn.org/covid-19/protect-yourself/covid-
19-vaccine 
Contact Name: St. Luke's InfoLink 
Email: infolink@sluhn.org                                                                                               
Phone: 866STLUKES, option 7 

 
Surgery Center of Pottsville 
 

1544 Route 61 Suite 6192 Pottsville PA 17901 Phone: 570-385-7000 

 
Lehigh Valley Hospital Schuylkill 
 

700 E Norwegian Street  Pottsville PA 17901 

Website:  https://www.LVHN.org/vaccines 
Contact Name: Luis Puentes 
Email: COVID-Vaccine-Request@lvhn.org 
Phone: 833-584-6283 

Schuylkill Community Health Center 
 

210 Sunbury Street Minersville PA 17954 

Website: https://primary-health.net/covid-vaccine-clinic.aspx 
Contact Name: Ashlee Montgomery 
Email: amontgomery@primary-health.net 
Phone: 724-699-9211 

 
Family Practice Center 
 

105 W Main Street  Valley View PA 17983 Phone: 570-682-8026 

 
Redner’s Pharmacy 
 

22 Forest Drive Hegins PA 17938 Call store phone currently for scheduling; Updating website 

 
Redner’s Pharmacy 
 

3 Gold Star Plaza Shenandoah PA 17976 Call store phone currently for scheduling; Updating website  

Rite Aid 15 S Main Street Shenandoah PA 17976 
Link: https://sr.reportsonline.com/sr/riteaid/PS2021 
Use this listed link to schedule your appointment. The pharmacy 
team is not able to schedule appointments on the phone 

  
Shenandoah Health Center 
 

624 W. Centre Street Shenandoah, PA 17976 

Website: https://primary-health.net/covid-vaccine-clinic.aspx 
Contact Name: Ashlee Montgomery 
Email: amontgomery@primary-health.net 
Phone: 724-699-9211 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEV_en&sxsrf=ALeKk037xkG455PCx9i7w3T401iAtWd71g:1611257797357&q=surgical+center+of+pottsville+phone&ludocid=10459981886203924194&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjslpyF463uAhULUt8KHVhkD6AQ6BMwF3oECBgQAg
https://www.google.com/search?q=surgery+center+of+pottsville&rlz=1C1GCEV_en&oq=surgery+center+of+pottsville&aqs=chrome..69i57j46i175i199.5293j1j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.lvhn.org/vaccines
https://primary-health.net/covid-vaccine-clinic.aspx
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEV_en&sxsrf=ALeKk00CfamQxZuPY07m7v-f81gIo9X9sQ:1611257940211&q=family+practice+center,+p.c.+valley+view+phone&ludocid=9269838475378044156&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwisrqvJ463uAhWJVN8KHdLiChIQ6BMwE3oECBgQAg
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEV_en&sxsrf=ALeKk037xkG455PCx9i7w3T401iAtWd71g%3A1611257797357&ei=xdcJYKygFYuk_QbYyL2ACg&q=family+practice+center+p.c.+valley+view+pa+17983&oq=family+practice+center+valley+v&gs_lcp=&sclient=psy-ab
https://sr.reportsonline.com/sr/riteaid/PS2021


    Charles Baber Cemetery Preservation Trust 
C. Field 

Spring Brings Color and Hope 

 

This has been such a bad winter with a 24” snowfall followed by at least 2 more inches of snow every other day 

and sprinkled with periods of icy rain, sleet, and heavy winds blowing more snow. Our only chance of outside 

freedom is when we take the trash out and shovel our walks off and our cars out. All this bad weather makes the 

promise of spring more exciting and something special to anticipate. Spring brings freshness, rejuvenation, 

energy, color, and endless hope. Hope for a better year, a chance to meet old friends, a chance to dine in 

restaurants, optimism that covid-19 and its related variants will disappear, hope that we can all get our 

vaccinations in a timely manner, hope that the death count will be dramatically reduced, hope that our children 

can return to school to continue their education, hope that we can attend sporting events, and hope that we can 

hug each other and visit with each other.      

 

The flowering and blooming of 25 acres of trees and shrubs at the Charles Baber Cemetery, brings hope and joy 

and delight to all who walk its paths in springtime.  We can finally see the sun shining and the weather is 

warming. The chapel is aglow with its white and yellow daffodils, its red tulips, and its purple azaleas. The 'Red 

Sunset' red maple, stretching from the chapel to 16th Street, erupt with their red leaf buds and red stems, which 

open quickly and then become green with dangling red and yellow samaras. The redbuds at the 16
th

 Street 

entrance become loaded with small, fuchsia-colored flowers. Pinks, fuchsias, and whites are everywhere 

throughout the property with the dogwoods. The long strands of pink flowers on the weeping cherry touch the 

ground as they gently sway in the breeze. And the kwanza cherry trees by the pond blossom with double pink 

flowers. Neary by the white blossoms of the callery pears sparkle in the sunlight and compete with the white 

flowers on the Japanese lilac by the barn. The magnolia inside the front gate blossoms into large flowers whose 

petals are white on the outside and pink on the inside. And standing tall and erect in tribute to the Veteran 

soldiers who play taps and fire the 21-gun salute at the Memorial Day flag replacement service beneath its 

upward spreading limbs, is the tuliptree inside the main entrance by the chapel. The tuliptree offers large yellow 

tulip-shaped flowers that drop to the ground to add warmth and comfort to the Veterans. The baby horse 

chestnut to the east of the main entrance develops  6" tall pyramidal yellow flower clusters. And while they are 

hard to see, the skinny coffee tree inside the main gate produces teeny tiny white flowers.  Even small purple 

violets and yellow buttercups can be found forming colorful patches on the grass.   

 

In addition to all the spring and Easter colors appearing on the flowering trees, the many shades of green that 

appear as the leaves unfurl from the tree are almost overbearing.  At a glance, everything looks green but stop a 

moment and look at each species individually and see have the shades of green vary.  Try to pick matching 

spices and vegetables to describe all the green shades: Celery, lime, kiwi, spinach, kale, okra, zucchini, collards, 

peas, green beans, fennel, pickles, olives, cucumber, dill, tarragon, parsley, basil. cilantro, marjoram, mint, and 

rosemary.  

 

When the weather breaks, and the sun comes out, and spring arrives, come and see all the bright cheerful and 

colorful flowers, and all the varying shades of green.  And maybe you can come up with more vegetable, fruit, 

and spice shades of green than I have listed.   

 

 



Spring Clean-up 

There is so much clean-up work in March and April from the winter months. Tom Dodd, as the lead worker, 

will have his hands full this spring.  In addition to Tom as our full-time worker, the cemetery is hiring two part-

time. 20 hour per week employees.  If you know of anyone who may be interested, please call the office at 570-

622-8720. There is much clean-up work to do on the property plus the servicing of the lawn mowing equipment 

and weed whacking equipment. First of all, the Christmas decorations and ornaments on the graves must be 

removed.  Then the brick and cement gutters, and drains, and catch basins must be cleared of the small twigs, 

small stones, and fallen leaves before the heavy spring rains come. Next is the heavier work of picking up and 

cutting up the fallen limbs and broken branch debris from trees. While the branch and limb clean-up is 

occurring, the workers are watchful for toppled grave markers and holes created either from the groundhogs 

digging burrows or from memorial markers sinking in the ground. Then windblown trash and litter are cleaned 

up from the hillsides and the Market Street sidewalk.  All of this clean-up must occur quickly before our Arbor 

Day tree blessing.  By April the grass is growing quickly, and that must be mowed, and the property tidied up 

and groomed for Memorial Day weekend which brings quite a few out-of-town visitors.   

 

Arbor Day will be celebrated on April 30th at 2:00 PM 

Arbor Day 2020 never occurred last year because of Covid-19, the sheltering at home mandate and because 

most non-essential businesses, like nurseries, were closed. We had seven paid tree sponsors for last year; 

however, only three trees could be purchased, and because of the virus restrictions, the service had to be 

canceled.  This year, five redbuds, one red oak, two-kwanza cherry, and 1 special order of a weeping willow 

have already been purchased and planted.  Additionally, we will purchase one tuliptree.  It appears that all ten 

trees will be sponsored, however since seven have already been paid for from last year, if we have new sponsors 

this year, we will purchase more trees.  We have found a new nursery, that appears to offer a wide selection and 

variety of trees.  Our opening service will be slightly different because we will not have the gathering inside the 

chapel, and we will not have the high school students from Pottsville High nor Nativity reading poems about 

trees.  Each person attending will be asked to social distance. Members from the Shade Tree Commission, a 

representative from City Hall, and a representative from DCNR will be in attendance.  Memorial and 

celebration placards are inserted in picture frames and placed at the base of each tree. Each tree is then blessed 

by The Rev. Dr. Kurt Kovalovich. During the tree blessing, someone (like Carol F.) takes pictures of the tree 

blessing. The plagues placed at the blessed trees are removed from their frames and sent along with the 

developed pictures and a thank you note to the sponsors.  A brass plate is made up with the 

memorial\thanksgiving name and placed on a wooden leaf affixed to the wall of the east gatehouse.  Come and 

enjoy the tree blessing service!    If you wish to be a $400 tree sponsor, please call the office at 570-622-8720.   

 

Memorial Day 

     The Thursday or Friday before the Memorial Day weekend, depending on the weather and the school 

schedule,  the 4th grade Pottsville Area school children would come to the cemetery to replace all last year's 

worn veterans' flags. The program is run by the Joint Veterans' Association. Following the return of the old 

flags to the Veterans' Association, the children were lead in prayer or read an essay or poem about Memorial 

Day by a Trinity Church representative, like the Rev. Dr. Kurt Kovalovich. This was then followed by a 21-gun 

salute and the playing of taps.  

     However in 2020, with the canceling of schools, the cemetery was scrambling to get the flags ordered and 

then to get volunteers to replace 544 flags.  A Board member, Bob Wood and his wife, daughter, son-in-law, 

and two grandchildren, were kind enough to volunteer a full weekend in replacing the flags.  Most likely we 

will need volunteers again this year in place of the school children. 
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March Birthdays 

  7 - Kaitlin Polcrack, The Rev. Dr. Kurt Kovalovich 
  9 - The Rev. Dolores Smith 
12 - Elaine Howe 
16 - Tom Curtis, Ruth Bohnenblust 
21 - Robert Hess, Waverly I. Bacon III 
23 - Henry Beaver, Jace Oerther 
28 - Debbie Boris 
29 - George Stone, Jr.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Birthdays 

  1 - Kristen Doyle 
  2 - Sylvia Nabholz 
  3 - Frank Grabowski 
  5 - Mallory Hopkins 
  7 - Angelique Bacon Woodward, Melissa Perry 
  9 - Wesley Bacon, John Thomas Curtis, III, 
10 - Connor Hopkins 
11 - Janet Curtis, Gabriel Fitzpatrick, Benjamin Banonis 
12 - Cora Gamelin-Osenbach, Ronald J. Boris, Jr. 
14 - Darlene Bowler, Brenda Lindenmuth 
15 - Jerry Simatos, Braeden Jones 
16 - Robert Emery 
18 - Angela Brennan, Everly Boyer 
19 - Mark Bacon 
23 - Richard Brennan 
24 - Joan Cake 
27 - Elena Jolee Holden, Maegan Frederick 
28 - Susan Pozza 
29 - Holly Portland MacLea 
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Deadline 

For 

May/June “Topics” 

Thursday, Apr. 15, 2021 


